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What to expect

Botanist interviews usually blend technical knowledge, field experience and communication skills.
Employers want to see that you can identify plants accurately, plan safe fieldwork, analyse data and
explain your findings to non-specialists.

e Technical knowledge: Questions about plant identification, taxonomy, ecological survey methods
and data analysis.

» Fieldwork and safety: Questions about planning remote fieldwork, managing risks and following
safety procedures.

» Scenario-based: Questions about how you would respond to unexpected findings or challenges in
the field.

» Behavioural: Questions that ask you to describe past experiences, often using the STAR method.

* Client and stakeholder communication: Questions about writing reports, giving advice to
landholders or presenting to community groups.

An interview typically starts with introductions and an overview of the role and team. Then the panel
moves through technical questions, scenario-based problems and behavioural questions, often mixing
them. You may be asked to describe a past project in detail. Near the end, you will usually have time to
ask your own questions about projects, fieldwork expectations and team structure.

1. Walk us through how you plan and conduct a vegetation survey for a new
site.

Why they ask

This tests your methodical approach to fieldwork, from desktop review to reporting.

How to structure your answer
Use a step-by-step walk-through: start with desktop review and permits, then field methods, data
collection, analysis and reporting.

Example answer

“First, | review existing records on the Australasian Virtual Herbarium and relevant state databases to
understand what species might be present. | check access and permit requirements, then design a
sampling strategy that covers different vegetation communities. In the field, | use quadrats or
transects, record species presence and cover, and collect specimens for later identification. | note any
safety hazards and follow the site's safety plan. Back in the office, | enter data into R for analysis and
produce maps in QGIS. Finally, | write a report with management recommendations for the landholder
or agency.”

2. Tell me about a time you had to identify an unknown plant species and
how you went about it.

Why they ask

This assesses your identification skills and resourcefulness.

How to structure your answer
Use STAR: describe the situation, the task, the action you took (using keys, herbarium, experts) and the
result.

Example answer



“During a field survey in a woodland, | found a plant | did not recognise. My task was to identify it
accurately for the species list. | took detailed photos, collected a specimen and noted the habitat.
Back at the herbarium, | used the Flora of Australia keys and compared the specimen with reference
collections. | also consulted a taxonomist who confirmed it was an uncommon species. The result
was a reliable record added to the survey and lodged with the herbarium, which helped inform the
site's conservation status.”

3. You are in the field and notice a plant population that appears to be a
threatened species, but you are not certain. What do you do?
Why they ask

This tests your judgement under pressure and your understanding of protocols.

How to structure your answer

Use a judgement-under-pressure structure: assess the situation, avoid harm, record details, consult and
report.

Example answer

“I would first avoid disturbing the population. | would record the location with GPS, take clear photos
and note the habitat and associated species. | would not collect a specimen unless it is permitted and
necessary. Back in the office, | would check the EPBC Act threatened species list and state
regulations, then consult a senior botanist or the relevant agency. If it is a threatened species, | would
follow the required reporting and management procedures to protect the site.”

4. How do you ensure the safety of yourself and your team during remote
fieldwork?

Why they ask
This checks your commitment to safety and risk management, which is critical in field roles.

How to structure your answer
Use a checklist structure: pre-trip planning, communication, risk assessment, emergency procedures.

Example answer

“Before any trip, | complete a risk assessment covering terrain, weather, wildlife and remoteness. |
ensure everyone has appropriate clothing, first aid kit and communication devices like a satellite
phone or personal locator beacon. | leave an itinerary with a contact person and set check-in times.
During fieldwork, | monitor conditions and adjust plans if needed. | also make sure team members are
aware of emergency procedures and any specific hazards. After the trip, | debrief to improve future
safety planning.”

5. Describe a situation where you had to explain complex botanical
information to a non-specialist audience, such as a landholder or community
group.

Why they ask

This assesses your written and verbal communication skills.

How to structure your answer
Use STAR: situation, task, action, result.

Example answer

“A landholder asked me why a certain area of their property had different vegetation. My task was to
explain the ecological reasons in plain language. | used simple terms, avoided jargon, and showed
them a map of soil types and vegetation communities. | explained how the plants indicated soil
moisture and nutrients. The result was that they understood the value of the area and agreed to fence
it off from stock, which allowed the vegetation to recover.”



6. What experience do you have with ecological data analysis and which
software do you use?

Why they ask

This tests your technical data skills, which are essential for modern botanical work.

How to structure your answer
Use a technical explanation structure: name the software, describe a project, explain the analysis and
outcome.

Example answer

“I regularly use R for statistical analysis of vegetation data, including species richness and ordination.
I have also used QGIS and ArcGIS for mapping and spatial analysis. For example, | analysed survey
data from a coastal heathland to identify relationships between species distribution and soil moisture.
| used R to run models and create graphs, then imported the results into QGIS to produce habitat
maps. These maps were used in a management plan to guide restoration priorities.”



