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What to expect

Civil Drafter interviews usually involve a mix of technical drawing assessment and conversation with an
engineering or drafting manager. Employers want to see that you can produce accurate documentation,
work from incomplete information, and communicate with engineers and site staff.

» Technical and software: Questions about CAD workflows, Civil 3D, 12d Model, drawing
standards, layering and model setup.

* Process and quality: How you check drawings, manage revisions, work to project standards and
document changes.

* Behavioural: Teamwork, deadlines, handling feedback and working with engineers or site crews.

» Scenario or problem-solving: Incomplete survey data, clashing services, late design changes or
inconsistent levels.

* Client or site-facing: Explaining drawings, responding to requests for information and resolving
setout queries.

Typically a two-stage process. A first interview with a drafting manager or senior drafter covers your
software skills and recent project work, often with a short practical test or a walkthrough of a drawing
you have produced. A second interview with an engineer or project lead may focus on how you
coordinate with design and construction teams, and how you handle changing priorities. Some
consultancies ask for a portfolio or a timed CAD exercise.

1. Walk me through how you prepare a set of civil drawings from survey data
and an engineer's sketch.

Why they ask

This tests your drafting process from start to finish and shows whether you understand the sequence,
standards and checks involved.

How to structure your answer

Use a step-by-step walk-through: clarify scope, review inputs, set up the drawing, build the model,
produce sheets, check against standards, issue through the register.

Example answer

“| start by clarifying the scope with the engineer, then review the survey data and any specifications. |
set up a drawing template with the correct layers, text styles and title block for the project. From there
I build a surface model in Civil 3D or 12d Model, create the plan, long section and cross sections, and
add dimensions, levels and annotations. Before | issue anything, | run a check against the project
standards and mark up any issues. | load the final set to the drawing register and send the transmittal
to the engineer and site team.”

2. Tell me about atime you had to revise drawings after a late design change.
Why they ask

Late changes are common in civil projects, and employers want to know you can stay organised and
accurate under pressure.

How to structure your answer

Use STAR: situation, task, action, result. Keep the action focused on how you managed the revision
and checked the impact.

Example answer



“On a road upgrade, the engineer changed the vertical alignment after we had issued the construction
set. | pulled the affected drawings, updated the surface model and long section, and checked the
drainage design still worked with the new levels. | flagged one pipe that now had insufficient cover
and worked with the engineer to adjust it. | reissued the revised drawings within two days, which kept
the site team from working to old levels.”

3. You receive a drawing set with inconsistent levels between the plan and
long section. How do you handle it?

Why they ask

This is a scenario question about judgement and quality control, and it shows how you respond when
something does not add up.

How to structure your answer

Show a calm, methodical approach: identify the issue, verify against source data, escalate if needed, fix
and document.

Example answer

“If | saw inconsistent levels, | would first check the source data and the latest design file to confirm
which is correct. If the discrepancy is clear, | would fix it and note the change. If | could not resolve it
quickly, I would flag it to the engineer and the drafting manager before the drawings go out, because
a level error can cause expensive rework on site. | would document the issue and the resolution in the
drawing register or a mark-up so there is a record.”

4. How do you make sure your drawings meet project standards and are free
from errors before issue?

Why they ask
Quality assurance is central to the role, and interviewers want to hear a consistent checking routine
rather than a vague promise to be careful.

How to structure your answer
Describe your checklist or method, the tools you use, and how you involve others in review.

Example answer

“I work to a checklist that covers layers, line types, text heights, dimensions, level annotations and title
block information. | compare the drawing against the engineer's design and the project CAD
standards. For a multi-sheet set, | check sheet references and match lines. | also ask a colleague to
review a sample of sheets before issue, because a second set of eyes catches things | might miss. If
the client has a specific standard, | keep a copy of it open while | draft.”

5. Describe atime you had to explain atechnical drawing or design detail to
someone on site who was not a drafter.

Why they ask

This tests your communication skills and your ability to work with construction teams, which drafters do
regularly.

How to structure your answer
Use STAR, with the result showing how the explanation helped the site team keep moving.

Example answer

“l was on a subdivision project where a foreman questioned the setout for a drainage line. | took the
drawing to site, walked through the plan and long section with him, and explained the chainage and
offset. He realised the survey peg had been moved. | marked up a quick sketch on the spot and later
updated the as-constructed drawing. It kept the crew working without a formal request for
information.”



6. Which CAD tools are you most confident with, and how do you decide
between Civil 3D and 12d Model for a task?

Why they ask

This is a technical question about software judgement, not just a list of tools, and it shows whether you
can adapt to different project workflows.

How to structure your answer
Name your core tools, then explain your decision based on the project requirement, the design team's
workflow and the deliverable.

Example answer

“I am most confident in AutoCAD and Civil 3D, and | also use 12d Model for road and drainage
projects. | choose based on the project workflow. If the design team is working in Civil 3D and needs
surfaces tied to a BIM model, | stay in Civil 3D. If the project uses 12d for road design and earthworks,
| use that because it handles long sections and string modelling well. | am comfortable moving
between MicroStation and Revit when a client requires them.”



