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What to expect

Interviews for an Electrical Trades Assistant usually focus on practical reliability, safety awareness, and
how you work alongside a licensed electrician. Employers want to see you can follow instructions, keep
tools and materials in order, and speak up about hazards.

» Process and practical: Questions about how you prepare a worksite, handle materials, and
support an electrician through a typical day.

» Safety and compliance: Questions that test your understanding of WHS, SWMS, PPE, and what
you do when something looks unsafe.

» Behavioural: Questions asking for real examples of teamwork, following instructions, and handling
pressure.

e Technical and tool knowledge: Questions about hand and power tools, test instruments, conduit
work, and basic electrical terminology.

» Scenario and judgement: Hypothetical situations that check whether you stop and ask when
something is unclear.

The process often starts with a short phone screen, then a face-to-face interview with a supervisor or
leading hand. You may be asked to complete a practical task such as identifying tools or bending a
short length of conduit. Some employers include a site walk-through and a chat with the crew. Safety
guestions come up in almost every interview, so be ready to talk about your White Card, PPE, and how
you keep a work area clear.

1. Walk me through how you would prepare for a day assisting an electrician
on a commercial fit-out.

Why they ask

This checks whether you understand the assistant's role in keeping a job moving and can plan ahead
without being told every step.

How to structure your answer
Walk-through: describe the sequence from start of shift to end of shift in a clear order.

Example answer

“First | check the day's scope with the electrician, review any drawings or SWMS, and confirm the
materials needed. Then | stage conduit, cable trays, and tools near the work area, check test
instruments are in date, and make sure the site is clear. During the day | keep an eye on stock and
tidy as | go, so the electrician can keep working without interruptions. At the end of the day | pack
down, clean the area, and report any issues.”

2. Tell me about a time you identified a safety hazard on site and what you
did about it.

Why they ask
Safety is central to this role, and employers want to hear a real example of you acting on a hazard rather
than walking past it.

How to structure your answer
STAR: Situation, Task, Action, Result.

Example answer



“On a previous job, | noticed a damaged extension lead with exposed inner wires near a walkway. |
isolated it, tagged it out, and told the supervising electrician straight away. | then replaced it with a
tested lead from the store and made sure the area was clear. The electrician thanked me for catching
it before anyone used it, and it reinforced our pre-start check routine.”

3. You are asked to cut and bend conduit for arun, but the drawings are
unclear. What do you do?

Why they ask

This tests your judgement under pressure and whether you will guess or stop and clarify, which protects
materials and compliance.

How to structure your answer
Judgement under pressure: stop, check, ask, verify before acting.

Example answer

“I would stop and not guess. | would check the drawings again and look for a revision or specification
note. If it is still unclear, | would ask the electrician to confirm the route and measurements before
cutting anything. It is better to lose a few minutes than waste materials or create a non-compliant
installation. Once confirmed, | would mark and cut carefully, then test-fit before securing.”

4. What experience do you have with hand and power tools, and how do you
maintain them?

Why they ask
Tool competence and maintenance routines are daily parts of the job, and this question shows whether
you treat equipment with care.

How to structure your answer
Describe the tools you use, then outline your maintenance and fault-reporting routine.

Example answer

“I use power drills, conduit benders, cable strippers, and hand tools daily. At the start of each shift |
check tools for damage and function, and | make sure test instruments like multimeters and insulation
testers have current calibration tags. If something is faulty, | tag it out and report it. | also keep tools
clean and stored properly, which helps them last and keeps the worksite tidy.”

5. Describe atime you had to work closely with a licensed electrician under
pressure to meet a deadline.

Why they ask

This looks at teamwork, communication, and how you handle time pressure without cutting corners on
safety.

How to structure your answer
STAR: Situation, Task, Action, Result.

Example answer

“During a switchboard upgrade, we had a tight window to pull and terminate cables before the power
could be restored. | worked alongside the electrician, keeping the cable runs organised and handing
tools as needed. | anticipated the next step by pre-cutting cable trays and having terminations ready.
We finished within the window and the installation passed inspection first time.”

6. Why do you want to work as an Electrical Trades Assistant, and what do
you hope to learn?
Why they ask



Employers want to know you are genuinely interested in the trade and likely to stay and develop, not
just fill a gap.

How to structure your answer
Honest motivation: explain what draws you to the work, then link it to a realistic learning path.

Example answer

“I enjoy the hands-on side of electrical work and | want to build a solid foundation before pursuing a
licensed qualification. | like being part of a team that solves problems on site, and | am keen to learn
more about testing, fault-finding, and reading complex drawings. Working with experienced
electricians is the best way to develop those skills, and | am committed to doing the job safely and
reliably.”



