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What to expect

Forensic accountant interviews combine technical assessment with behavioural and scenario-based
guestions. Employers want to see that you can investigate financial records methodically, communicate
findings clearly and handle the pressure of legal scrutiny.

e Technical: Questions on accounting standards, forensic techniques, data analytics tools and
evidence handling.

* Behavioural: Questions about past experiences working with legal teams, handling ethical
dilemmas or managing complex investigations.

» Scenario: Hypothetical situations involving suspected fraud, evidence tampering or conflicts of
interest.

» Process: Walk-through questions on how you would conduct an investigation from start to finish.

* Client-facing / Expert witness: Questions on presenting findings to lawyers, regulators or in court,
and how you handle cross-examination.

The process typically starts with a screening interview with HR or a recruiter, followed by a technical
interview or case study with senior forensic accountants. You may then have a panel interview with
partners or directors, sometimes including a written report or presentation. Final interviews often focus
on fit and your understanding of the firm's practice areas.

1. Walk me through how you would investigate a suspected fraud case from
the initial alert to the final report.

Why they ask

This tests your methodology, attention to detail and ability to structure an investigation.

How to structure your answer

Use a clear step-by-step structure: initial planning and scoping, evidence preservation, data collection
and analysis, interviews, quantification of losses, and report writing. Emphasise documentation and
chain of custody throughout.

Example answer

“First, | would meet with the client to understand the nature of the alert and define the scope of the
investigation. | would then secure relevant documents and electronic records, ensuring a clear chain
of custody. Next, | would analyse financial data using tools like IDEA to identify irregular transactions
and trace funds. | would conduct interviews with key personnel, documenting statements carefully.
Once | have quantified the loss and identified those responsible, | would prepare a detailed forensic
report that sets out my findings, methodology and evidence, ready for use in legal proceedings.”

2. Tell me about atime you had to present complex financial findings to a
non-financial audience, such as a lawyer or a judge.

Why they ask

Forensic accountants must translate technical analysis into clear, persuasive language for legal and lay
audiences.

How to structure your answer
Use STAR: describe the situation, the task, the action you took to simplify the information, and the
result. Highlight any visual aids or analogies you used.

Example answer



“In one case, | had to explain a complex web of transactions to a barrister who had no accounting
background. | prepared a simplified timeline and a visual chart showing the flow of funds. | avoided
jargon and focused on the key discrepancies. The barrister used my explanations directly in court,
and the judge found the evidence easy to follow. The case settled favourably for our client.”

3. You discover evidence that a senior executive has been involved in fraud.
What do you do?

Why they ask

This probes your ethical judgement, independence and ability to handle sensitive situations.

How to structure your answer

Demonstrate a structured approach: do not confront the individual, document everything, escalate to the
appropriate authority (e.g., partner or legal counsel), and follow firm protocols. Emphasise confidentiality
and objectivity.

Example answer

“I would immediately document my findings without altering any evidence. | would not discuss the
matter with the executive. | would escalate the issue to my engagement partner and the client's legal
counsel, following the firm's protocols for suspected fraud. | would ensure that my independence and
objectivity are maintained, and that the investigation continues without interference. If required, |
would recommend securing additional evidence before any further action.”

4. How do you ensure your forensic reports will withstand cross-examination
in court?

Why they ask

This tests your understanding of evidentiary standards and the importance of rigour.

How to structure your answer

Explain your report-writing process, focusing on clarity, accuracy, transparency of methodology, and
adherence to standards. Mention the importance of peer review and avoiding opinions beyond your
expertise.

Example answer

“I structure every report with a clear executive summary, detailed methodology, and appendices with
supporting evidence. | only state conclusions that are directly supported by the data. | document
every step of my analysis so that another expert could replicate it. | also have my reports
peer-reviewed before submission. | avoid speculation and make sure my language is precise. This
way, when cross-examined, | can confidently explain my reasoning and the basis for each finding.”

5. Describe your experience using data analytics tools like IDEA or ACL in
forensic investigations.

Why they ask

Employers want to know you can handle large datasets and use technology to find anomalies.

How to structure your answer
Give specific examples: what tool you used, what you analysed, and what you found. Highlight any
advanced techniques like sampling, trend analysis or Benford's Law.

Example answer

“I have used IDEA extensively to analyse general ledgers and transaction logs. In one investigation, |
used it to run Benford's Law tests on a company's accounts payable, which flagged unusual patterns
in payments to a particular vendor. | then drilled into those transactions and found duplicate payments
and inflated invoices. The analysis helped quantify the loss and supported a successful claim. | am
also comfortable with SQL for querying large databases and Tableau for visualising transaction
flows.”



6. Why do you want to work at [Company Name]?
Why they ask
This assesses your research and genuine interest in the firm's practice.

How to structure your answer
Show you have researched the firm: mention a specific project, value or market position. Connect it to
your own skills and career goals.

Example answer

“I am drawn to [Company Name] because of your reputation in complex cross-border investigations. |
have followed your work on [specific case or project] and admire how your team combines forensic
accounting with digital forensics. | want to work in an environment where | can learn from leaders in
the field and contribute to high-profile matters. My experience in tracing funds and preparing
court-ready reports aligns well with your practice.”



