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What to expect

Vehicle Body Builder interviews focus on practical skills, safety awareness, and the ability to work from
plans. You may be asked to demonstrate welding or fabrication techniques.

» Technical: Questions about welding, cutting, reading blueprints, and using tools like MIG welders
and plasma cutters.

» Safety: How you manage risks in a workshop, including PPE, housekeeping, and safe operation of
machinery.

* Process: Walk-throughs of how you approach a build from blueprint to finished body.
* Behavioural: Past experiences with fitting, adjusting, or problem-solving on a job.

» Scenario: Judgement questions about misalignments, defects, or competing priorities.

Typically a phone screen with a recruiter, followed by a practical test or site tour, then a face-to-face
interview with a supervisor and possibly a WHS representative. You may be asked to bring examples of
your work or complete a short welding test.

1. Walk me through how you approach a new body build from blueprints to
finished shell.

Why they ask
Assesses your methodical approach and ability to read plans.

How to structure your answer
Step-by-step walk-through: review plans, measure, cut, shape, weld, rivet, align, inspect.

Example answer

“First, | review the blueprints and specifications to understand dimensions and materials. | check the
chassis or frame for any pre-existing issues. Then | mark out and cut metal panels using plasma
cutter or shears, shaping them as needed. | tack weld sections to check alignment before completing
full welds or rivets. | install windows, doors, and access panels, adjusting for fit. Finally, | inspect the
body against the plans and make any final adjustments.”

2. What checks do you do before welding a body section?
Why they ask
Tests your technical knowledge and safety awareness.

How to structure your answer
List checks: material prep, fit-up, settings, safety.

Example answer

“I check the material thickness and type to select the right welding process and settings. | clean the
joint area to remove rust, paint, or oil. | ensure the parts are aligned and clamped securely. | check
my PPE, including welding helmet, gloves, and apron. | also inspect the welder and leads for damage,
and ensure the area is clear of flammable materials. After welding, | inspect the weld for penetration
and finish.”

3. Tell me about atime you had to adjust a body component to get a proper
fit.

Why they ask

Shows problem-solving and attention to detail.



How to structure your answer
STAR: Situation, Task, Action, Result.

Example answer

“On a bus build, the rear door frame was misaligned by about 5 mm, causing the door to stick. |
stopped work and re-measured the frame against the blueprint. | found a bracket had been welded
slightly out of position. | removed the bracket, realigned it using a jig, and re-welded it. Then | refitted
the door and adjusted the hinges. The door opened and closed smoothly, and the bus passed
inspection without rework.”

4. How do you manage safety when using plasma cutters and welders in a
shared workshop?

Why they ask
Safety is critical in this role.

How to structure your answer
Risk assessment, PPE, communication, housekeeping.

Example answer

“Before starting, | conduct a risk assessment of the area. | check for flammable materials and ensure
fire extinguishers are nearby. | wear appropriate PPE: welding helmet, gloves, flame-resistant
clothing, and safety boots. | set up screens to protect others from arc flash. | communicate with
nearby workers about hot work and sparks. | keep my work area clean and tidy, and | follow hot work
permit procedures if required. After finishing, | inspect the area for any smouldering material.”

5. You notice a misalignment in a door frame on a nearly finished bus. What
do you do?

Why they ask

Tests judgement under pressure and quality focus.

How to structure your answer
Stop, assess, escalate, fix, verify.

Example answer

“I stop work immediately and assess the misalignment. | check the blueprint to confirm the correct
position. If it is a minor adjustment, | realign and secure the frame. If it requires significant rework, |
inform my supervisor and the quality inspector. | document the issue and propose a fix. After
correction, | verify the door operates correctly and the frame meets specifications. | also check if
similar issues exist elsewhere.”

6. How do you ensure your work meets Australian Design Rules and
company quality standards?

Why they ask

Shows understanding of regulatory requirements.

How to structure your answer
Reference ADRs, inspection, documentation, continuous improvement.

Example answer

“I keep up to date with the relevant Australian Design Rules for vehicle body construction. Before
starting, | review the specifications to ensure they comply. During the build, | check dimensions and
welds against the plans. | use measuring tools and alignment jigs to maintain accuracy. | document
my work and any deviations. If | am unsure, | ask the quality team. After completion, | inspect the final
product and ensure all fittings meet standards. | also welcome feedback to improve my technique.”



